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Monitoring and Health Checks for Reptiles.


The most important initial step in providing good care for your reptile is to know your pet well.  Read about how your pet would live in the wild - and therefore the care needed in captivity - and contact other experienced keepers and organisations to find out how to set up a stable environment.  Ensure you have all the equipment and access to the correct diet before you take the animal home.  Find a vet experienced in the treatment of reptiles, so you know where to take your pet if it becomes sick or injured.


Keeping frequent records once your pet comes home will help you monitor any changes in behaviour and learn more about how your pet uses the different areas in its captive environment.   This will help you identify any possible need for treatment or changes in care.  A typical record card will include information on the animal, the environment, hygiene and any treatment by the vet.  For example, the records could include:

· Weight (before feeding).

· Dimension of the animal- length, width and/or circumference.

· Appearance and condition-any changes in its skin, feet, tail, mouth, eyes, shell, breathing etc and any presence of any parasites or signs of incomplete shedding of the skin.

· Feeding- noting the feed times and food type, how it was presented, the amount of food given and then eaten, as well as the addition of any vitamin and/or mineral supplements.

· Environment-quantity and quality of useable space, temperature readings in the cool and hot end of the enclosure, a note of when the UV lamp bulb (if required) was last replaced, when the vivarium was last cleaned (spot and full) and any information on special features- such as the preferred location of any basking spot.

· Preferences- activities (such as digging or climbing), foods substrate, lighting, temperature and location of refuges.


Monitoring your pet’s preferences could alert you to problems e.g.: if a pet lizard stays as close as possible to the heat source in his/her vivarium - this could indicate that the animal is constantly trying to warm up as the temperature in the habitat is too low.


Record keeping is just the start of providing care for your pet, you need to register with an experienced vet for any health a problems your pet may have in the future.

Essential health precautions and checks for your pet reptile : 

By maintaining an environment suitable for the species of animal, feeding the required nutrient-balanced diet and routine monitoring; health problems can be prevented.

· Quarantine any new arrival to make sure it is healthy before keeping it close to any other animals.

· Find out about any health problems your species of animal is vulnerable to.

· Keep a look out for any signs of parasites.

· Make sure the captive environment does not reduce the ability of the reptile to fully shed its skin.

· Always wash you hands after handling your pet and cleaning any equipment in its home to reduce the risk of passing on any disease to other animals or becoming sick after having contact with any bacteria, such as Salmonella.

· If the species would normally hibernate, take your pet to the vet before hand to check it is healthy and fit enough to survive any period without feeding.
Any enquiries TEL: 07776157873 or use the online contact form on our website http://slitheringserpents.yolasite.com  Email slitheringserpents@live.co.uk 


